
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administrative approach of OMCG : an overview 

 
 

In the fight against OMCG, the Highsider project (Federal Police) has 

distributed a report with an overview of different administrative measures 

that can be taken against OMCG. As mentioned above, Belgium doesn’t have 

an overall administrative approach to organized crime in general, or to OMCG 

in particular. Nevertheless, there already exist different possibilities to tackle 

OMCG, besides/in addition to the judicial approach. Local authorities, and 

mayors in particular, play a key role in this administrative approach. As the 

municipalities are responsible for maintaining the public order on their 

territory, they have the power to take all measures necessary to prevent all 

forms of public nuisance. Through the enacting of bylaws, the local council can 

take action before any disturbance of the public order has taken place 

(preventively). With regard to the existence and the functioning of an OMCG, 

the administrative authorities can supervise or intervene on various aspects: 

 

Events 

OMCG regularly organize or go to events, like club meetings, barbecues, 

international encounters, ride outs, etc. In general, such events involve 

different forms of nuisance and risk to end in provocation or confrontation 

between rival gangs. The local authority can prohibit events organized by 

OMCG or can attach certain conditions to this event when determined by local 

acts/municipal regulations. Bylaws can also impose a prior permission for open 

air meetings. Once the event takes place, different kind of (multidisciplinary) 

controls can be effectuated: check on the organization of the security and 

verification of the security agents, multidisciplinary control of the exploitation 

of the stands (bars, tattoo shops, merchandising, etc.). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Clubhouses 

Furthermore, local authorities have some possibilities to chase chapters off 

their territory. A municipality can take up a licensing requirement for a 

clubhouse in its municipal regulations (preventively) and impose certain 

conditions in this regard. In addition, clubhouses can be controlled (reactively) 

by a multidisciplinary team. In that case the clubhouse is subject to a profound 

screening to verify if the premises as well as the club (non-profit organization) 

comply with all legal obligations. In addition, the mayor can prohibit assembly 

near the clubhouse (in consequence of nuisance). 

 

Members 

Joining an OMCG is only possible after being invited or recommended by a full 

member. The past shows that it is useful to verify if the members fulfill the 

legal conditions for weapon license, if they profit wrongfully from 

benefits/allowances or if they are in the possession (and fulfill the conditions) 

of an authorization when active in the private security sector. Sometimes 

members are recruited during events organized by neutral motor clubs. 

Therefore it is important to approach neutral motorcycle clubs in order to 

inform and warn them about the risks inherent to a possible alliance with an 

OMCG. 

 

Legal business structures 

Several members (and sympathizers) of an OMCG run or own a business. 

Often, these companies function as meeting places for the members of OMCG. 

They are also used to facilitate or conceal the criminal activities or to launder 

money. In order to counter these practices, municipalities can install a 

municipal license policy towards certain legal businesses and organize 

multidisciplinary control actions. Moreover, the mayor can decide to close 

down businesses when they cause public order problems, don’t respect the 

conditions of exploitation or when there are serious indications that acts of 

human trafficking or drug dealing take place in the premises. 

 

Motorises 

It’s also a possibility to take a close look at (the use of) the motorbikes: does 

the motorcyclist wear a helmet, is the motorbike insured, is the owner in 

possession of a certificate of registration and a driving license, etc. 

 


